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PRECIPITATION

Average (in)

Percent of normal

Amount (in)

PRECIPITATION
JANUARY

PRECIPITATION during January was above normal statewide with 
only a few locations in extreme south-central Ohio having below normal 
precipitation. The state average was 4.63 inches, 2.06 inches above normal. 
Regional averages ranged from 5.41 inches, 2.89 inches above normal, 
for the Northeast Region to 3.43 inches, 0.45 inch above normal, for the 
South Central Region. This was the 6th wettest January during the past 
113 years for both the North Central and Northeast regions and the 7th 
wettest for the Northwest Region. Van Wert (Van Wert County) reported 
the greatest amount of January precipitation, 7.47 inches. Greenup Dam 
(Scioto County) reported the least amount, 2.30 inches.

Most of the January precipitation fell as rain during the first half of 
the month. Widespread rain across the state during January 4-5 was 
heaviest in northern Ohio, where generally 1-2 inches was reported, 
while 0.5-1.0 inch was reported in southern Ohio. Some minor flood-
ing occurred in northern Ohio following this precipitation. Widespread 
rain during January 12-15 brought 1.5-3.0 inches across much of the 
state, but lesser amounts in extreme south-central and southeastern 
Ohio. Flooding occurred across many areas of the state, but most of the 
flooding was again minor. The flood threat decreased after January 15 
as colder and much drier conditions prevailed during the second half of 
the month. Scattered precipitation, mainly in the form of snow, fell on 
several days during this period; however, total precipitation was rather 
light, with less than 0.50 inch reported across most of Ohio. The only 
significant snow fell on January 21 with 2-4 inches of snow reported 
across most of the state. The exception was in the northeastern Ohio 
snowbelt where monthly snow amounts were about twice the January 
average. Chardon (Geauga County) reported 49 inches of snow for the 
month. For the season, Chardon has received 81 inches of snow, about 
129 percent of normal.

Precipitation for the 2007 water year is above normal statewide. The 
average for the state as a whole is 15.76 inches, 4.98 inches above normal. 
Regional averages range from 17.60 inches, 5.85 inches above normal, 
for the Northeast Region to 13.97 inches, 2.91 inches above normal, for 
the Southeast Region.

The 2007 calendar year is off to a good start as far as precipitation 
is concerned. Near-normal precipitation and other climatic conditions 
during the remainder of the recharge season will enhance the favorable 
position water supplies currently are in across the state.

http://www.dnr.state.oh.us/water/pubs/newsltrs/mwirmain.htm

Compiled By Scott C. Kirk

Hydrologist
Water Inventory Unit
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STREAMFLOW during January was above 
normal statewide. Flows were high enough 
to be considered excessive across most of 
Ohio. January flows were greater than the 
December flows throughout the state.

Streamflow at the beginning of January 
was above normal across most of Ohio. Flows 
increased following the precipitation that fell 
during January 4-5. Greatest flows for the 
month occurred around January 6 and 7 in 
some northeastern Ohio basins. Flows gener-
ally declined during the next week, then rose 
in response to the widespread precipitation 
that fell during January 12-15. Greatest flows 
for the month occurred between January 15 
and 17 throughout the remainder of the state. 
Although flooding was widespread following 
this precipitation, no major flooding events 
occurred. Flows declined from these peaks 
throughout the end of the month, at which 

time the lowest flows for January were observed across most of the state. 
Streamflow at the end of the month had declined to below normal across 
nearly the entire state. 

RESERVOIR STORAGE during January increased slightly in the 
Mahoning River basin and decreased slightly in the Scioto River basin. 
Storage remained above normal in both basins.

Reservoir storage at the end of January in the Mahoning basin index 
reservoirs was 79 percent of rated capacity for water supply, compared 
with 78 percent for last month and 79 percent for January 2006. Month-
end storage in the Scioto basin index reservoirs was 94 percent of rated 
capacity for water supply, compared with 96 percent for last month and 
91 percent for January 2006.

RESERVOIR STORAGE FOR WATER SUPPLY
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Base period for all streams: 1971-2000
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GROUND WATER levels during Janu-
ary rose statewide. Generally, net positive 
changes from last month’s levels were 
greater than usually observed. Levels in 
most unconsolidated aquifers rose during 
the first half of the month and declined dur-
ing the second half. Levels in consolidated 
aquifers rose during the first three weeks of 
January and then remained rather stable, 
beginning to decline in some aquifers near 
the end of the month.

Ground water supplies are in good condi-
tion throughout the state. Current ground 
water levels are higher than they were a year 
ago statewide, ranging from about 0.50 foot 
to more than 2.5 feet above the January 
2006 levels. Ground water levels are above normal across most of the state. 
Index observation wells HN-2A (Hardin County), representing the carbonate 
aquifers of northwestern Ohio, and PO-1 (Portage County), representing the 
sandstone aquifers in eastern and northeastern Ohio, reached a record-high 
level for January. With near-normal precipitation and other climatic condi-
tions during the next few months, ground water supplies should continue 
to improve and maintain their favorable condition.

LAKE ERIE level rose during January. The mean level was 571.88 feet 
(IGLD-1985), 0.46 foot higher than last month’s mean level and 1.01 feet 
above normal. This month’s mean level is 1.08 feet higher than the January 
2006 level and 2.68 feet above Low Water Datum.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) reports that precipitation 
in the Lake Erie basin during January averaged 4.18 inches, 1.71 inches 
above normal. For the entire Great Lakes basin, January precipitation 
averaged 1.91 inches, 0.30 inch below normal. In addition, the USACE 
reports that based on the current condition of the Great Lakes basin and 
anticipated weather conditions, the level of Lake Erie should fall from its 
current position of 12 inches above normal to about normal by late sum-
mer. Deviations in the anticipated weather patterns could result in the 
level of Lake Erie ranging from about 14 inches above to 11 inches below 
the normal seasonal average.

LAKE ERIE LEVELS
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SUMMARY
Precipitation and streamflow were above normal statewide during 

January. Reservoir storage increased slightly in the Mahoning River basin 
and decreased slightly in the Scioto River basin. Storage remained above 
normal in both basins. Ground water levels rose statewide and were above 
normal across most of Ohio. Lake Erie level rose 0.46 foot and was 1.01 
feet above the long-term January average.

NOTES AND COMMENTS
New Director At ODNR
Sean D. Logan was appointed by Governor Ted Strickland as the new 

director of the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR), effective 
January 8.  He is the 11th person to serve as director of ODNR since the 
department was formed in 1949. Mr. Logan follows Sam Speck, who served 
as the ODNR director for the past eight years.

Director Logan began his public-service career in 1990 with election 
to the Ohio House of Representatives, where he represented Columbiana 
County until 2000.  During six of his years in the legislature, he served 
on the House Agricultural and Natural Resources Committee, develop-
ing a reputation as a strong supporter of ODNR and its programs. Most 
recently, he served as president of the board of commissioners in Colum-
biana County, where he had been a commissioner since 2001. From that 
service, he developed a particular interest in solid waste management and 
recycling issues. Until his appointment to ODNR, he had been a member 
of the Little Beaver Creek Wild and Scenic River Advisory Board and held 
an appointment to the Ohio Solid Waste Advisory Council.  He is a past 
recipient of the Columbiana County Federation of Conservation Clubs 
Outstanding Service Award.

Director Logan, his wife and their three children live in a home on 
Guilford Lake – one of Ohio’s historic canal reservoirs – near Lisbon in 
Columbiana County. He attended Muskingum College, where he received a 
bachelor’s degree in political science and speech communication. He also 
earned his law degree from Capital University Law School in 2001.
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