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PRECIPITATION

Average (in)
Percent of normal

Amount (in)

PRECIPITATION
JUNE

PRECIPITATION during June was noticeably above normal. The state 
average was 7.99 inches, 4.08 inches above normal. This ranks as the 
wettest June for the state in the past 133 years. Regional averages ranged 
from 10.21 inches, 6.54 inches above normal, for the Northwest Region 
to 6.34 inches, 2.61 inches above normal for the South Central Region. 
This was the wettest June on record for the Northwest and Northeast 
regions, and the second wettest for the North Central, Northeast Hills 
and Southwest regions. Lima Waste Water Treatment Plant (Allen County) 
reported the greatest amount of June precipitation, 16.64 inches. Gal-
lipolis Locks and Dam (Gallia County) reported the least amount, 3.51 
inches. See more on the record June precipitation under the Notes and 
Comments section on the last page of this report.

Conditions were rather dry across most of the state during the first 
week of the month. The remainder of the month was extremely wet across 
Ohio. Showers and thunderstorms continually crossed the state with lo-
cally heavy downpours common on several days. Flooding was a problem 
throughout much of the month, especially across the northern half of the 
state. Storms during June 8-9 were most numerous across west-central 
and northwestern Ohio with amounts of 1 to 1.5 inches reported from 
this area, but much less elsewhere. A front stalled in the region for sev-
eral days and produced substantial precipitation throughout the state 
from June 12-18. Much of Ohio received between 2 and 3 inches of rain 
during this period, but parts of west-central, northwest and northeast 
Ohio received from 5 to more than 9 inches of rain. Areas in Allen County 
were hit hard by nearly 5 inches of rain on June 15. Small stream and 
urban flooding was common throughout Ohio, especially the northern 
half of the state. The remnants of Tropical Storm Bill passed through 
the southeastern half of the state on June 20 dropping between 1 and 2 
inches across much of this area. The last week of the month continued 
to be stormy across Ohio. Most of the state received at least 2 inches of 
rain during this period with locations in northern Ohio reporting more 
than 4 inches. The strongest storms during this period crossed the state 
on June 27 and brought more than 3 inches of rain to parts of northern 
Ohio. Once again, flooding of small streams and urban areas was com-
mon, most notably in the northern half of Ohio.

Precipitation for the 2015 water year is above normal statewide. The 
state average is 30.84 inches, 2.68 inches above normal. Regional aver-
ages range from 34.05 inches, 3.92 inches above normal, for the South 
Central Region to 26.91 inches, 1.26 inches above normal, for the North 
Central Region.

(continued on back)
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MEAN STREAM DISCHARGE

MEAN STREAM DISCHARGE
STREAMFLOW during June was above 

normal statewide. Flows across most of Ohio 
were high enough to be considered excessive. 
Flows during June were substantially greater 
than flows observed during May. Preliminary 
data indicate that flows at several gauging 
stations, especially in the northern half of 
Ohio, were at record or near-record June 
levels. The Maumee River at Waterville and 
the Scioto River near Prospect recorded their 
greatest flows for June. Both the Little Beaver 
Creek near East Liverpool and the Great Miami 
River at Hamilton recorded their third greatest 
flows for June.

Flows at the beginning of the month were 
above normal in northern Ohio and below 
normal in southern Ohio. Flows during the 
first week of the month generally declined as 

little precipitation fell across the state. Lowest flows for the month oc-
curred around June 7-8 in the western third of Ohio and June 10-12 
in the eastern two-thirds. Flows increased rapidly following widespread, 
heavy precipitation which occurred during June 12-18, resulting in 
small stream and urban flooding, most notably in the northern half 
of the state. Additional widespread, heavy rain during the last week of 
the month led to more flooding across the state. Most of the flooding 
during the month was minor, confined to small stream, urban and low-
lying areas. However, some moderate flooding was reported in areas of 
northern Ohio. The flooding resulted in some roads being closed for 
several days and many basements being flooded. Greatest flows for the 
month generally occurred during June 19-21 in central and southeast-
ern Ohio, and near or at the end of the month in western and northern 
Ohio. Streamflow at the end of June was above normal statewide and 
excessive throughout most of the state.

RESERVOIR STORAGE for water supply during June increased in 
both the Mahoning and Scioto river basins. Storage at the end of the 
month was above normal in both basins.

Reservoir storage at the end of June in the Mahoning basin index 
reservoirs was 112 percent of rated capacity for water supply compared 
with 97 percent for last month and 103 percent for June 2014. Month-
end storage in the Scioto basin index reservoirs was 103 percent of rated 
capacity for water supply compared with 100 percent for last month and 
103 percent for June 2014.

Due to the much above normal rainfall and excessive streamflow, 
many flood control and recreational reservoirs utilized available storage to 
minimize potential flooding downstream. As a result, several beaches and 
recreational areas had to be closed during June due to high water.

RESERVOIR STORAGE FOR WATER SUPPLY
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GROUND-WATER LEVELS

GROUND-WATER LEVELS
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GROUND WATER levels during June either 
rose slightly or declined much less than usu-
ally observed from May levels. An exception 
was in the carbonate aquifers of northwestern 
Ohio where water levels rose substantially as 
a result of the much above normal precipita-
tion the region received during June. Levels in 
most aquifers declined during the first week 
of the month and then generally rose through 
the remainder of June.

Ground water levels are near to above 
normal across most of the state. However, 
aquifers in the southwestern quarter of the 
state remain around 1 foot below normal. 
In addition, even though the above normal 
precipitation during June benefitted ground water storage, current levels 
are below last year’s levels throughout most of the state; only some aquifers 
in northwestern Ohio are currently above the levels of last year. Ground 
water supplies are in a favorable position across the state for this time of 
the year. The wet conditions during June not only improved soil moisture, 
but also helped reduce the overall demand on ground water resources. The 
Ohio Agricultural Statistics Service reports that near the end of June, soil 
moisture was rated as being short in 1 percent of the state, adequate in 
38 percent of the state and surplus in 61 percent of Ohio. However, due 
to the wet conditions, farmers have been unable to get into their fields to 
perform any field activities.

LAKE ERIE level rose during June. The mean level was 572.60 feet 
(IGLD-1985), 0.72 foot above last month’s mean level and 0.65 foot above 
normal. This month’s level is 0.42 foot above the June 2014 level and 3.40 
feet above Low Water Datum.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) reports that precipitation 
in the Lake Erie basin during June averaged a very wet 6.75 inches, 3.29 
inches above normal. For the entire Great Lakes basin, June precipitation 
averaged 4.10 inches, 0.87 inch above normal. For calendar year 2015 
through June, precipitation in the Lake Erie basin has averaged 17.41 
inches, 0.03 inch above normal, while the entire Great Lakes basin has 
averaged 12.95 inches, 2.01 inches below normal.

In addition, the USACE reports that based on the current condition of the 
Great Lakes basin and anticipated weather patterns, the level of Lake Erie 
should remain above normal for the foreseeable future. Deviations from the 
anticipated weather patterns could result in the level of Lake Erie ranging 
from near normal to 20 inches above the normal seasonal average.

LAKE ERIE LEVELS
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(Precipitation continued from front)

SUMMARY
Precipitation during June was noticeably above normal. The state 

average of 7.99 inches was the wettest for June in the past 133 years of 
record. This was the wettest June on record for both the Northwest and 
Northeast regions. Streamflow was above normal statewide and exces-
sive throughout most of the state. Reservoir storage increased and was 
above normal. Ground water levels either rose slightly or declined less 
than normally observed for June. Lake Erie level rose 0.72 foot and was 
0.65 foot above the long-term June average.

NOTES AND COMMENTS
June Storms Result In Record Precipitation
Much of the state experienced rather dry conditions during the first 

week of June; however, conditions changed beginning on June 12 as 
showers and thunderstorms continually crossed the state through the 
remainder of the month. Several locations in Ohio received measurable 
precipitation on 15 of the last 19 days of June. When the month was over, 
preliminary data indicated the state averaged 7.99 inches of precipita-
tion, surpassing the previous June record set back in 1902. All ten of the 
state’s climatic regions ranked in the top eight wettest June’s on record. 
The Northwest Region’s 10.21 inches for the month broke the old record 
of 9.02 inches set in 1981. This was the second wettest month on record 
for the Northwest Region behind only the August 2007 average of 10.24 
inches. In addition, this past May-June period has been the wettest on 
record for the Northwest Region. Unfortunately, severe weather and record 
rainfall amounts caused substantial damage in many areas of Ohio.

Heavy rain in excess of 1 inch fell at various locations in the state 
each day from June 12-18. Some of the heaviest rain fell in the northern 
half of Ohio. Reports of 5-9 inches were received from this area during 
this seven day period, which caused widespread small stream and urban 
flooding. Some of the hardest hit areas were in Mercer, Auglaize, Allen 
and Marion counties. While most of the flooding was minor, some mod-
erate flooding was reported. At one point approximately 31 roads were 
closed in Mercer County.

Showers and thunderstorms continued to be common the remainder 
of the month. The last week in particular was extremely wet. Most of the 
state received at least 2 inches of rain during this period. Areas in west-
central and northwestern Ohio received the greatest amount of rain with 
some places getting nearly 5 inches during the week. The most notable 
storm occurred on June 27 with more than 3 inches falling across areas 
of northwestern Ohio. Defiance (Defiance County) reported 3.78 inches 
of rain on June 27 and Toledo Express Airport (Lucas County) reported 
3.33 inches. Flooding was widespread in this region with numerous 
roads closed.

Lima Waste Water Treatment Plant (Allen County) received 16.64 
inches of precipitation for June, 12.81 inches above normal. Several 
other locations reported impressive amounts of rain for the month as 
well including Van Wert (Van Wert County), 14.72 inches; St. Mary’s 
(Mercer County), 14.43 inches; Fort Recovery (Mercer County), 13.99 
inches; Grover Hill (Paulding County), 13.68 inches; Warren (Trumbull 
County), 13.27 inches; Celina (Mercer County) 12.99 inches. Since April 
1, 2015 Lima WWTP has received 26.24 inches of precipitation, 14.73 
inches above normal.

The above normal precipitation during June has caused considerable 
delays in many agricultural activities. Several areas have had flooding 
problems and low lying fields have had standing water for several days at 
a time. Especially hard hit have been agricultural fields in parts of west-
central, northwest and north-central Ohio. Farmers have been unable to 
get into their fields to harvest the winter wheat crop and perform other 
field activities. Crop loss in many fields will be significant.

Precipitation for the first half of the 2015 calendar year is also above nor-
mal statewide. The state average is 23.49 inches, 3.96 inches above normal. 
Regional averages range from 25.20 inches, 3.34 inches above normal, for 
the Southwest Region to 20.91 inches, 3.31 inches above normal, for the 
North Central Region (see Precipitation table, departure from normal, past 
six months column).
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