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PRECIPITATION during August was above normal across much of the
state, but below normal in some areas especially in central, northeastern,
southwestern and southeastern Ohio.  The state average was 3.89 inches,
0.41 inch above normal.  Regional averages ranged from 5.04 inches, 1.38
inches above normal, for the Central Hills Region to 3.16 inches, 0.68 inch
below normal, for the Southeast Region.  Charles Mill Dam (Ashland
County) reported the greatest amount of August precipitation, 7.38 inches.
Other stations reporting more than 7 inches of precipitation for August
include Ashland (Ashland County) and Sidney (Shelby County), 7.06
inches at each.  Chippewa Lake (Medina County) reported the least amount
of precipitation for the month, 1.60 inches.

August precipitation fell in a typical summer pattern as scattered
showers and thunderstorms.  Precipitation fell during several of the first
10 days of the month.  Most of the rain during August 1-4 was light and
scattered, but a few isolated locations, especially in northern and west-
central Ohio, received heavier amounts.  Occasional showers and thunder-
storms fell across the state from August 5-10.  Some of the thunderstorms
were strong especially on August 9, causing some minor damage.  The
northern half of the state received the greatest amount of rain during the
10 day period with totals ranging from 2-3 inches, while precipitation in
the southern half of Ohio ranged from 0.5-2.0 inches.  Dry weather
prevailed during the next week.  Showers and thunderstorms associated
with a cold front moved across the state during August 17-18.  Rain totals
from these storms ranged from 0.25-0.50 inch across the northern half of
the state to 0.50-1.0 inch in the southern half.  However, a few isolated
locations in central and extreme southwestern Ohio reported nearly 2
inches of rain from these storms.  After a few dry days, rain returned to the
state around August 23 and continued on and off through August 27.  Most
of the state received between 0.5-1.0 inch of rain during this period with
some locations reporting 2 or more inches, especially in areas of north-
central, northeastern and south-central Ohio.  An area in north-central
Ohio received notably heavy rainfall during August 23-24.  Preliminary
estimates from radar imagery indicates the area received between 6-12
inches of rain.  Hardest hit were Huron and Seneca counties.

Precipitation for the 2000 calendar year is above normal across most of
the state, but slightly below normal in some areas of southeastern Ohio.
The average for the state as a whole is 29.85 inches, 2.85 inches above
normal.  Regional averages range from 32.21 inches, 2.07 inches above
normal, for the South Central Region to 26.97 inches, 3.03 inches above
normal, for the Northwest Region.  The Southeast Region average is 28.59
inches, 0.32 inch below normal for the year.
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*Above +4 = Extreme Moist Spell
3.0 To 3.9 = Very Moist Spell
2.0 To 2.9 = Unusual Moist Spell
1.0 To 1.9 = Moist Spell
0.5 To 0.9 = Incipient Moist Spell
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-0.5 To -0.9 = Incipient Drought
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-2.0 To -2.9 = Moderate Drought
-3.0 To -3.9 = Severe Drought
  Below -4.0 = Extreme Drought
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RESERVOIR STORAGE FOR WATER SUPPLY

MEAN STREAM DISCHARGE

MEAN STREAM DISCHARGE
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River and Location
Drainage

Area
(Sq. Mi.)

Mean
Discharge

(CFS)

%  of
Normal

% of Normal Past

Grand River near Painesville

Great Miami River at Hamilton

Huron River at Milan

Killbuck Creek at Killbuck

Little Beaver Creek near East Liverpool

Maumee River at Waterville

Muskingum River at McConnelsville

Scioto River near Prospect

Scioto River at Higby

Stillwater River at Pleasant Hill
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STREAMFLOW during August was
above normal across the state.  Flows were
high enough to be considered excessive in
some northwestern and north-central Ohio
basins.  August flows decreased season-
ally from the July flows across most of
Ohio.

Streamflow at the beginning of the
month was near normal across most of the
state.  Rainfall early in the month com-
bined with runoff from late July rains
increased streamflow statewide.  Greatest
flows for the month across most of Ohio
were observed during the first 9 days of
August due to precipitation during this
period.  Flows generally declined after
August 9 for the next week or so as drier

conditions prevailed across the state.  Lowest flows for the month were
reached primarily between August 17-23, just prior to the return of wetter
weather.  Several days with precipitation during August 17-27 increased
streamflow statewide.  Greatest flows in the Central Hills and Southeast
regions occurred around August 24-26 as a result of this weather pattern.
After these rises, flows declined through the end of the month and had fallen
to below normal across most of the state, but remained above normal in
some northwestern and north-central basins.

RESERVOIR STORAGE for water supply during August declined season-
ally in both the Mahoning and Scioto river basins.  Storage remained above
normal in the Mahoning River basin and slightly below normal in the Scioto
River basin.

Reservoir storage at the end of August in the Mahoning basin index
reservoirs was 86 percent of rated capacity for water supply compared with
97 percent for last month and 70 percent for August 1999.  Month-end
storage in the Scioto basin index reservoirs was 79 percent of rated capacity
for water supply compared with 87 percent for last month and 67 percent for
August 1999.

Reservoir storage remains adequate throughout Ohio.  Adequate rainfall
during the summer high-use period has helped to reduce demands on
surface-water supplies.
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LAKE ERIE LEVELS at Fairport
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W. Rushville, Fairfield Co.

Jasper Mill, Fayette Co.

Columbus, Franklin Co.

Harrison, Hamilton Co.

Dola, Hardin Co.

Windham, Portage Co.

Strasburg, Tuscarawas Co.

Based on daily lowest level in feet below land-surface datum

Location Aquifer
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GROUND WATER levels declined
statewide during August.  Net declines
during August from July’s levels were
near what is usually observed.  Levels
declined steadily the entire month ex-
cept for some slight temporary rises in
unconsolidated aquifers.

Adequate precipitation during the
summer months has reduced demands
on ground water supplies.  However,
except in some northwestern Ohio car-
bonate aquifers, ground water levels
continue to be below normal across
most of the state, ranging to nearly 2.5
feet below the normal seasonal levels.  Current levels in most aquifers
remain near or above where they were a year ago, ranging up to 2 feet above
the August 1999 levels.  With continued near-normal precipitation and
other climatic factors in the coming months, ground water supplies should
remain adequate across the state.  The Ohio Agricultural Statistics Service
reports that near the end of August, soil moisture was rated as being short
or very short in 16 percent of the state, adequate in 80 percent of the state
and surplus in 4 percent of the state.

LAKE ERIE level declined seasonally during August, but the decline was
less than usually observed for this time of year.  The mean level was 571.69
feet (IGLD-1985), 0.13 foot lower than last month’s level and 0.13 foot above
normal.  This month’s level is 0.27 foot higher than the August 1999 level
and 2.49 feet above Low Water Datum.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) reports that precipitation in
the Lake Erie basin during August averaged 3.78 inches, 0.59 inch above
normal.  The entire Great Lakes basin averaged 3.31 inches during August,
0.17 inch above normal.  For calendar year 2000 through August, the Lake
Erie basin has averaged 27.40 inches, 3.77 inches above normal, and the
entire Great Lakes basin has averaged 22.95 inches, which is 1.92 inches
above normal.

In addition, based on the current condition of the Great Lakes basin and
anticipated future weather conditions, the USACE predicts that the level of
Lake Erie should range from near to about 1.5 feet below the long-term
average for the foreseeable future.
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p
as
se
d
 i
n
 1
9
9
3
, 
b
u
t 
ra
th
er
 w
ou
ld
 c
om

p
le
m
en
t 
th
e 
im
p
or
ta
n
t 
p
ro
je
ct
s

m
ad
e 
p
os
si
b
le
 t
h
ro
u
gh
 t
h
at
 o
n
go
in
g 
p
ro
gr
am

.
O
h
io
an
s 
w
il
l h
av
e 
an
 o
p
p
or
tu
n
it
y 
to
 v
ot
e 
on
 th
is
 p
ro
p
os
al
 in
 N
ov
em

b
er
.

I 
en
co
u
ra
ge
 y
ou
 a
n
d
 a
ll
 f
ri
en
d
s 
of
 O
h
io
’s
 n
at
u
ra
l 
re
so
u
rc
es
 t
o 
lo
ok
 a
n
d

li
st
en
 fo
r 
in
fo
rm

at
io
n
 o
n
 a
ll
 s
id
es
 o
f t
h
is
 im

p
or
ta
n
t 
is
su
e 
so
 y
ou
 c
an
 m
ak
e

an
 i
n
fo
rm

ed
 d
ec
is
io
n
 w
h
en
 y
ou
 v
ot
e 
on
 N
ov
em

b
er
 7
.

S
a
m
 S
p
ec
k
, 
D
ir
ec
to
r

O
h
io
 D
ep
a
rt
m
en
t 
of
 N
a
tu
ra
l 
R
es
ou
rc
es

P
re
ci
p
it
at
io
n
 f
or
 t
h
e 
2
0
0
0
 w
at
er
 y
ea
r 
is
 a
b
ov
e 
n
or
m
al
 a
cr
os
s 
m
os
t 
of

O
h
io
, e
xc
ep
t i
n
 s
ca
tt
er
ed
 lo
ca
ti
on
s 
of
 w
es
t-
ce
n
tr
al
 O
h
io
 w
h
er
e 
it
 is
 s
li
gh
tl
y

b
el
ow

 n
or
m
al
. 
 T
h
e 
st
at
e 
av
er
ag
e 
is
 3
7
.2
0
 i
n
ch
es
, 
2
.6
3
 i
n
ch
es
 a
b
ov
e

n
or
m
al
. 
 R
eg
io
n
al
 a
ve
ra
ge
s 
ra
n
ge
 f
ro
m
 4
1
.8
6
 i
n
ch
es
, 
3
.7
5
 i
n
ch
es
 a
b
ov
e

n
or
m
al
, 
fo
r 
th
e 
S
ou
th
 C
en
tr
al
 R
eg
io
n
 t
o 
3
2
.5
8
 in
ch
es
, 
1
.6
1
 in
ch
es
 a
b
ov
e

n
or
m
al
, 
fo
r 
th
e 
N
or
th
w
es
t 
R
eg
io
n
. 
 T
h
e 
W
es
t 
C
en
tr
al
 R
eg
io
n
 a
ve
ra
ge
 i
s

3
3
.5
4
 i
n
ch
es
, 
0
.2
2
 i
n
ch
 b
el
ow

 n
or
m
al
 f
or
 t
h
e 
w
at
er
 y
ea
r.

(P
re
ci
pi
ta
ti
on
 c
on
ti
n
u
ed
 f
ro
m
 f
ro
n
t)


